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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 5 February 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1.1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 

7) S Claim(s) 11 and 12 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)S The drawjng(s) filed on 15 February 2005 is/are: a)E accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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a)n All b)n Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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This is the first Office Action for the serial number 10/524,591 ASSEMBLY DEVICE 
FOR MOUNTING A DISPENSING ELEMENT TO THE NECK OF A CONTAINER, filed on 
2/15/05. 



Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because abstract is the summary/brief of the 
invention. The applicant is including claim 1 in the abstract which is indefinite. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the applicant did not 
provide headings for separated descriptions in specification, see below for example. 

37 CFR 1.77 Arrangement of application elements. 

(a) The elements of the application, if applicable, should appear in the following order: 

(1) Utility application transmittal form. 

(2) Fee transmittal form. 

(3) Application data sheet (see § 1 .76). 

(4) Specification. 

(5) Drawings. 

(6) Executed oath or declaration. 

(b) The specification should include the following sections in order: 

(1) Title of the invention, which may be accompanied by an introductory portion stating 
the name, citizenship, and residence of the applicant (unless included in the application 
data sheet). 

(2) Cross-reference to related applications (unless included in the application data 
sheet). 
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(3) Statement regarding federally sponsored research or development. 

(4) The names of the parties to a joint research agreement. 

(5) Reference to a "Sequence Listing," a table, or a computer program listing appendix 
submitted on a compact disc and an incorporatibn-by-reference of the material on the 
compact disc (see § 1.52(e)(5)). The total number of compact discs including duplicates 
and the files on each compact disc shall be specified. 

(6) Background of the invention. 

(7) Brief summary of the invention. 

(8) Brief description of the several views of the drawing. 

(9) Detailed description of the invention. 

(10) A claim or claims. 

(1 1 ) Abstract of the disclosure. 

(12) "Sequence Listing," if on paper (see §§ 1.821 through 1.825). 

(c) The text of the specification sections defined in paragraphs (b)(1 ) through (b)(12) of 
this section, if applicable, should be preceded by a section heading in uppercase and 
without underlining or bold type. 

Claim Rejections - 55 USC§112 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 4, line 2, "coverges" is indefinite and it should be changed to — converges — for 
clarification. 
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Regarding claim 10, the word "means" is preceded by the word(s) "resilient retum" in an 
attempt to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a means for performing a specified 
function. However, since no function is specified by the word(s) preceding "means," it is 
impossible to determine the equivalents of the element, as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 12, sixth 
paragraph. See Ex parte Klumb, 159 USPQ 694 (Bd. App. 1967). 

Claim 12 recites the Umitation "the bushing" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. In this office action, the examiner is assuming the applicant 
intended to have claim 12 depends on claim 1 1 where it has support for "bushing". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US Patent 
AppHcation PubHcation # 2006/0159817 to Jahn et al. 

Jahn et al. teaches a mounting equipment (figure 3) comprises a first guide wall (55), a 
second guide wall (52) and a trust member (53). The second guide wall is formed by a thrust 
member (53). The second guide wall is displaceable relative to the first guide wall between a 
rest position and a thrust position. The first guide wall is fiustoconical, at least in part, and 
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converges to toward to the second guide wall. The equipment includes a third guide wall 
(cylindrical object inside of U-shape element that is in contact with element 55 and adjacent to 
element 53). The second guide wall is displaceable relative to the third guide wall between a rest 
position and a trust position. The third guide wall is being masked in the rest position and 
unmasked in the thrust position. The first guide wall and the third guide wall are secured to each 
other and static relative to each other. The first guide wall is fi^istoconical, at least in part, and is 
extended by a substantially cylindrical portion forming the third guide wall. The thrust member 
is urged towards its rest position by resiUent return means (spring). 




Fig.3 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 1-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

The prior art fails to teach the equipment comprising a bushing including an inside wall 
that is cylindrical at least in part, and a free bottom end, the inside wall forming the second guide 
wall. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to appUcant's 
disclosure: 

US Patent # 3,212,174 to Wonneman 
US Patent # 4,666,062 to Pershall 
US Patent # 1,394,086 to Heckmann 
US Patent # 4,721,138 to Simonazzi 
Wonneman, Pershall, Heckmann, Simonazzi teach support for container. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alfred Joseph Wujciak III whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6827. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6815. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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